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Gen. 28:16-18: “Then
Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely
the Lord is in this place, and | did not know it.” And
he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place!
This is none other than the house of God, and
this is the gate of heaven!” Then Jacob rose early in
the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his
head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it.”

We are very excited that it is that time of the year:
HOMECOMING! 77 years of ministry to celebrate!
For over seven decades, Bethel has stood as a
testimony to the life-changing power of Jesus Christ.
What started as a vision in 1948 has grown into a
sanctuary of hope, healing, and transformation for
thousands of men and women. And we’re ready to
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celebrate what God has done—and what He’s still
doing!

Whether you are a former student, a supporter, a family
member, or a friend of the ministry, we hope you will
join us on Sunday, October 5" as we all say; How
awesome is this place that God has established!

Just like Jacob in Genesis 28, many who have come
through the gates of Bethel Colony have discovered
that “the Lord is in this place.” They arrive broken,
burdened, and bound—but after encountering the
presence of God they leave with hope, forgiveness,
freedom, and new life. Homecoming is a time to
remember those moments, to give thanks, and to testify
to the goodness of God.

What to Expect:

* Powerful testimonies of God’s faithfulness
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* Worship and The Word that uplift and inspire

Homecoming is more than a reunion—it's a revival
of gratitude. God has made Bethel holy ground for
so many. Let’'s gather and give Him the glory due His
Namel!

Starting that following Monday through Friday we will
begin our Annual Bible Conference. This is always a
time where Staff and Students alike are challenged in
the Word. Please consider staying in town longer and
join us for a powerful encounter with the Word of God!
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someone with you. Whether you’ve walked this journey
personally or stood beside someone who has, this day
is for YOU.

Come celebrate. Come testify. Come home.

Pastor Pawl and Stacy Pruitt

Executive Director
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There are some classic literary works that reveal deep
truths about the human condition, whether intentionally
or inadvertently. Ever since | was a high school student,
and even more so when | was in college studying for
an English degree, | remember noticing biblical truths
played out in the pages of literature. One of my favorite
works is Charlotte Bronte’s masterwork, Jane Eyre.
| was enamored of this story even before | had read
it because of the many film adaptations my mother
watched with my siblings and me when we were young.
But when | read the book, | became very aware of the
depth of torment that the character of Mr. Rochester
experienced. He is a moody, defiant, passionate
man who had been dealt a bad hand in life. When he
meets the refreshingly innocent and enigmatic Jane
Eyre, he pursues what ends up being a codependent
relationship with her. But before he makes his pursuit
known, he makes a very telling statement that reflects
much of humanity’s mentality. When discussing a moral
topic, Rochester says “since happiness is...denied
me, | have a right to get pleasure out of life, and
I will get it, cost what it may.” This, | would argue
from personal experience, is something like what our
cravings would tell us if they could speak.

| have many, many students dealing with various
cravings. Some come into the program “clean”, but
still feeling a physical pull towards the substance they
are trying to leave behind. Some are attempting to
quit smoking, and they deal daily with the desire for
nicotine. Others are craving love and connection from
a person who may not be safe or healthy for them to
be around. Still others are craving sweets and sugar
to distract them from the discomfort of all the other
things they have put down. Whatever the craving is,
it normally reveals the same truth in each person: it
reveals a place where God has not been seen and
known as “enough.”

Isaiah 55:2 asks this vital question: “Why do you
spend money for what is not bread, and your wages
for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me,
and eat what is good, and let your soul delight itself
in abundance.” Regardless of what we are craving,

Ramah Reflections .—+
What the Cravings...
Reveal G

we so often do exactly"what this scripture tells. We
spend our effort and energy trying to satisfy ourselves
with what ultimately cannot meet our deepest needs.
Most people who have been in church, or around
church for any length of time, could tell you this correct
Christian statement: “Jesus is the answer.” However,
this trite Christian-ism is not enough to quench thirst
and slake hunger. This surface-level statement, though
true, does not feel true when someone’s craving comes
from a place in his or her heart that feels more real than
this statement feels. The only answer to this problem is
to meet the living God in the place of our craving.

Each craving a person experiences can be boiled
down to a core need that God ultimately wants to
meet, and He is well able to meet it. Many people
who are craving substances reached for them out of
a need for peace. The pain and chaos of trauma and
shame cause individuals to crave a way to calm the
turbulence within and around them. But the drugs
and drink merely dull pain, not remedy it. Jesus is
known as the “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6), but until a
person knows Him personally as that Prince of Peace,
he or she will still search for peace in a drink or drug.
Jesus longs to bring peace into the chaos, but until we
ask Him to meet us in our chaos, we will never see
Him bring the peace, as He did on the water with His
disciples (Mark 4:35-41). Jesus was not the Prince of
Peace in theory on that day, but in very deed. If we,
in the midst of our deepest cravings, can learn to turn
to Jesus and cry out “Teacher, do you not care that
we are perishing?” just as the disciples did, then we
will see His delivering power first hand. No longer will
we be disappointed by the form of godliness that is
powerless to save us (2 Tim. 3:5). We will be satisfied
in our very souls, and be able to say in truth and
not in irony that Jesus truly is the answer to every

problem we could ever face.
P 17
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Women’s Campus Co-Director

Blessed beyond measure,
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Upcoming Events
Post on your calendar and/or refrigerator

Bethel Colony of Mercy’s

77 HOMECOMING CELEBRATION

Sunday, October 5, 2025
9:00 a.m.
Homecoming Message by Dr. Dave Kijstler
Combined Men’s and Women's Campus Praise Team
Homecoming Dinner (after service).

Bethel’s Annual Bible Conference will follow:
Monday, October 6 — Friday, October 10
9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. daily
Dr. Dave Kistler will be our Bible Conference speaker this year.

Fairways for F‘eedom

Bethel

o * Annual Fundraiser
7,19 Colony of Mercy 18
O/ Breaking the chains of addiction and Golf Tournament
K17 )
o » .
Presented by: @Riﬁh‘@&;&@ of Lenoir
Saturday, November 1, 2025 =] [=]
Cedar Rock Country Club :
\ This year our fundraising efforts [=]
Scan for will focus on two specific areas: Sean for

Registration

Sponsorship
Opportunities

Educational Materials for our students
and

Entry Fees
For more information or questions,
please call Travis Vernon at 828-754-3781, ext. 201.
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Decisions are a part of our daily lives. When we
wake up in the morning, we are faced with making
choices. We decide what to eat for breakfast, what
kind of music we listen to or what we watch on TV.
We also choose what clothes we are going to wear
for the day. Think about the process that goes into
choosing your outfit for the day. The selection is
usually based off what is appropriate for what you
have going on that day.

Followers of Christ must make a choice every day
to clothe themselves with Christ. The Bible calls for
believers to live a transformed life which involves
putting off the old life and putting on Christ. Paul
tells us to walk as people of light and to “clothe
yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do
not think about how to gratify the desires of
the flesh” (Romans 13:14, NIV). The process of
clothing yourself with Christ means to take on His
nature, to be active in His character, and daily decide
to fellowship with Him.

When we put on clothes they cover us. In the ancient
world, one’s clothing often represented their status,
role, or authority. When Paul tells followers of Christ
to “put on” Christ, he is challenging them to embrace
the lifestyle, values, and virtues of Jesus Christ.
Paul uses this metaphor in a few various places in
Scripture. In Galatians 3:27 he states, “For all of
you who were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ.” He also tells us “Put off
your old self... and put on the new self, created
to be like God in true righteousness and holi-
ness” (Eph. 4:22-24). He gives more details of what
to put on in Colossians 3:12 “Clothe yourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience.” These qualities reflect the heart of
Christ. Compassion enables us to see and respond
to others’ needs. Kindness and humility value others
above self. Gentleness and patience show grace in
demanding situations. And love is the glue that binds
them all together.

We can see through these verses that clothing
ourselves with Christ involves putting off and putting
on. Putting off the old self is the process of removing
the old sinful nature of selfishness, pride, and

Associate Director/Pastor Zac Starnes

Clothin
with
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fleshly desires. Paul tells us in Romans to not make
provision for the flesh which means to leave no room
for your old sinful habits. He encourages believers
in Romans 13:12 to put aside the deeds of darkness
which include fleshly acts of immorality, jealousy,
greed, rebellion, and drunkenness. He reminds the
Ephesian believers that “you were once darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children
of light” (Eph. 5:8). A follower of Christ operating in
deeds of the darkness is incompatible with the light
of Christ.

Putting on Christ is a daily decision just as we put on
new clothes daily. We put on clothes to prepare for
the day, and we put on Christ to prepare spiritually
for the day. When we intentionally clothe ourselves
with Christ we can live in the power of the Holy Spirit
and not let the desires of the flesh have power.

When we clothe ourselves with Christ, we mirror Him
to the world. People may not read the Bible or ever
look for Jesus and we could be the only Scripture or
image of Jesus that someone sees. Jesus said, “Let
your light shine before others, that they may see
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heav-
en” (Matthew 5:16).

My final encouragement is to give some suggestions
of how to clothe yourself with Christ. Abide in His
Word, Scripture has the power to save souls and
is the primary source in renewing our minds. Our
communion with God cannot be overlooked, daily
prayer is vital in staying close to Jesus. No one
is an island, and we need fellowship. Fellowship
with other followers of Christ will help strengthen
your walk and provide accountability. Look for the
opportunity to serve and care for others. Jesus came
to serve, not to be served and when we follow His
example, love becomes tangible and not something
just spoken. Lastly, be intentional about avoiding sin.
Set up boundaries with things that can draw your
heart away from God. We must abandon our former
ways and embrace Christ.

Pastorn Gac Starues

Associate Director
BETHELCOLONY.ORG]| PG. 5
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The greatest asset to
the human psyche is a sound mind. By God’s grace
he gives those who don’t know him grace to have sound
minds. Consider those who have the wherewithal to
make wise judgments. They are working in all fields
of life. There are carpenters, plumbers, electricians,
building contractors, teachers, health personnel, military
services, etc. Because the Holy Spirit is operating in
the world He subdues the evil that would decimate
mankind. Men and women have a common sense
that without a work ethic their lives would slide into the
abyss of meaninglessness. They take on the psyche
dysfunctional behavior dismantling the work ethic. This
spirit falls into the world of sensuality abandoning the
work ethic. Sensuality is the door to the bondage to
fleshly lusts which rapes the mind from making sound
judgements. This condition leads to mental instability
that is seated in sensuality. The desire for good feelings
that are not there is a train wreck into substance abuse,
despair, hopelessness, escapism, abandonment of
responsibility to provide for the family, subsequently
looking for remedies to ease the emotional pain. Drugs,
pain medications for the emotional wrecks of mind, and
alcohol are the devils means of keeping you captive to
his will. “And that they may come to their senses
and escape the snare of the devil, having been
taken captive by him to do his will.” (Il Timothy 2:26)

You may be wondering how you can get a sound mind.
It has to be given to you by God. “For God has not
given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love
and a SOUND MIND.” (Il Timothy 1:7) You say, how
can | get God in my life? First, you must see the truth
about yourself. “for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God.” (Romans 6:23) For the chief
end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever
which can only happen when you come to Christ.
(Westminster Shorter Catechism) Our sins are leading
us to eternal death. “For the wages of sin is death,
BUT the GIFT of GOD is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) God has called you to repent
of your sins with a godly sorrow. A grieving of your soul
of sinning against a holy God. “God commands all
people everywhere to repent.” (Acts 17:30) Believe
that he is the Son of God who has been raised from
the dead. In repenting you must confess your sins. “---
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Counseling Corner

ound Mind

that if confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from
the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation. (Romans 10:9-
10) Surrender your life to Jesus Christ. Confess your
sins to Him and you will be granted the gift of a sound
mind. You will be delivered to the kingdom of His Son.
“He has delivered us from the power of darkness
and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of
His love, in whom we have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins.” (Colossians
1:13-14) You will be a new creation in Christ Jesus.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; old things have passed away; behold all
things become new.” (Il Corinthians 5:17) And you
will be gifted a sound mind. “For we have the mind of
Christ.” (I Corinthians 2:16) As someone has said, we
do not have the fullness of the mind of Christ but we
have the potential of having the mind of Christ.

Bob Dylan, a major singer-songwriter in popular culture
for 68 years emerging from the New York folk scene
in the 1960’s wrote the song released in 1979 “Gotta
Serve Somebody”. It is a clear picture of serving the
devil or the Lord. Afew lines make the point. “You might
be a socialite with a long string of pearls. But you got
to serve somebody, yes indeed, you’re gonna have to
serve somebody. Well, it may be the Devil or it may be
the Lord but you got to serve somebody.” If the Devil
is lord in your life, he will corrupt and poison your mind
with sin and lawlessness. “Whoever commits sin also
commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.” (|
John 3:4) Serving the Lord is the kingdom of sound
minds free from the law of sin and death. “For the law
of the Spirit of LIFE in Christ Jesus has made us
free from the Law of Sin and DEATH.” (Romans 8:2)
Find someone who will disciple you in the Word of God.
This will secure in you a sound mind.

Where the Grace Blows,

Pastorn Don Lass

Director of Counseling
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Fill out and mail your prayer requests to us.

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves,

Il Chronicles 7:14  and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then |

will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”
Prayer Request:

To send prayer request on-line click here

Bethel Colony of Mercy is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization, gifts to which are deductible as charitable contributions for Federal income tax pur-
poses. Financial information about this organization and a copy of it’s license are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at (888)803-
4989. The license is not an endorsement by the State. Any gift for which you’ve received a tangible benefit is not tax deductible.

BETHEL MERCHANDISE IS AVAILABLE IN OUR FACEBOOK STORE

Bethel Lawn Care

NCW Bethel ShlI’t Bethel’s Lawn Care service is part of our ongoing program and
coincides with our mission statement - teaching the deliverance
message of Jesus Christ. Part of our approach is daily work as-
signments. Work assignments are designed to teach our students
responsibility and stewardship. As we help more folks in our com-
munity the Lawn Care Service not only helps men with responsi-
bility and stewardship but instills
a Christian work ethic, provides
a skill they can use to get a job,
and teaches them to give back to
their community and to Bethel.

Founded in 1948
by Jimand Eva Claffee

To schedule lawn care service,
and check prices, contact
Zach Davis, Lawn Care Manager
828-754-3781 ext.245
or opt.3 for lawncare

i 1948
Fax 828-754-5370
bcom@bethelcolony.org

www.bethelcolony.org

BETHELCOLONY.ORG| PG. 7


https://bethelcolony.org/contact-us/
https://www.facebook.com/commerce/products/3584063551714852/
https://www.facebook.com/commerce/products/1950515611660534/
https://bethelcolony.org/

Bethel Colony of Mercy, Inc. o

ORGANIZATION

1675 Bethel COlony Road us PP(Z?SAGE
‘ LenOir, NC 28645 PEII;EMNIFI')I::(;\KZ:BO
| 50 828-754-3781

Breaking the chains of addiction

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

..... Pastor Paul Pruitt
Mrs. Regina Kelly
Upcoming Events
Clothing Yourself with Christ....Pastor Zac Starnes
Sound Mind............... Pastor Don Loss
Prayer Requests

Bethelcolony.org


https://bethelcolony.org/
https://www.facebook.com/bethelcolony
https://www.instagram.com/bethelcolony/?fbclid=IwAR0375t2qYLWM4_9vwMHPKiOJUbyXt9W6m8MO1YEN9m9myenP7S9WNJY0Bw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKxYKp6E1cY_C5Y9eQFFI1w
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