
You may not have heard yet, but did you know, as a Bethel 
family and supporter, that God gave us all an extra giŌ  

this past year?!?  On December 30, 2021, the Women’s 
Campus property was paid off  in full! Halleluiah…Praise the 
Lord! 

Bethel’s Board 
of Directors 
and I are so 
thankful for 
your giving 
and giving be-
yond to make 
this happen. 
We also want 
to thank Sher-
ry Roberts and 
Jeff  Roland of 
First CiƟ zens 
Bank for help-
ing us with this step of faith. In 2018, when we announced 
we had this property in our sights, you rallied around to 
help Bethel get this property and you have been faithful in 
the last 3 years and 8 months to help pay the payments and 
now to see it completed.  We all rejoice in God’s faithful pro-
vision. And to think, God did all of this through you in the 
midst of a pandemic!  He is good. He met our daily needs 
AND paid off  the property. We could count so many ways 
that this is how the Lord shows His faithfulness.

I am reminded of what Paul said in 2 Cor. chapter 9: 6-9.  He 
instructs the church at Corinth to be cheerful givers and he 
conƟ nues to say; “Now may He who supplies seed to the 
sower, and bread for food, supply and mul  ply the seed 
you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteous-

Since 1948

ness, while you are enriched in everything for all liberali-
ty, which causes thanksgiving through us to God. For the 
administra  on of this service not only supplies the needs 
of the saints, but also is abounding through many thanks-
givings to God, while, through the proof of this ministry, 
they glorify God for the obedience of your confession to 
the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them 
and all men,”.

As children of God we are of all people most blessed. Not 
only was the penalty for our sin paid in full, by grace through 
faith in the death, burial and resurrecƟ on of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but also sin’s suff ocaƟ ng power has been broken. As 
soon as we were saved, God started a new work. He has 
provided all we need for life and godliness, by preparing 
good works for us to do. Paul rejoices that God is able to 
make all grace abound to us all, so that always having all 
suffi  ciency in everything, we have an abundance for every 
good deed. Jesus Himself reminded us that HE is the Sower, 
and God is the One Who provides the good seed, in its sea-
son, for us to sow. God is the One who mulƟ plies the seeds
we sow, to bring forth much fruit – some thirty, some sixty 
and some hundred-fold. He has promised to abundantly 
bless and liberally mulƟ ply the work of our hand, which 
is carried out in spirit and truth – so that by grace we will 
bring forth a fruiƞ ul harvest of righteousness, which will 
enrich our lives and bring great glory to Him.

Paul insists there is more to giving as a Christ-like act of grace 
than just puƫ  ng food in hungry bellies. The giŌ  itself is a 
seed that will produce more and more righteousness. The 
one who gives shares the privilege of being used by God in 
this process. You have given to the everyday work at Bethel 
and to the ongoing future plans to help reach more men 
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2nd cor. 9:15

Thanks be to God for His 
Indescribable Gift!
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and women for the cause of Christ. May we all rejoice to-
gether and give thanks for the seed given and the increase 
of the thousands of lives and generaƟ ons of families that 
will be changed because of the work and foundaƟ on that 
has been laid.

As the Lord has brought this to compleƟ on we look forward 
to seeing what He is going to conƟ nue to do at Bethel and 
through you.  As you look at the Bethel’s budget on page 3, 
you will see we can cross out one line item; the one for pay-
ments on the land loan. That reduces our yearly boƩ om line 
and no removes any interest! So the new number to fulfi ll 
the work for this year would be: $1,043,770.00. What that 
looks like is $20,072.50 a week and $86,980.83 a month.

That includes work and expansion to grow our Women’s 
Campus. We have plans to add a much needed maintenance 
building this year as well as a mobile class at the Women’s 
Campus. At the Men’s Campus we have much need of reno-
vaƟ ng our automoƟ ve shop. 

Thank you for your prayers, donaƟ ons, and poinƟ ng people 
to Bethel so that we have the opportunity to teach them the 
overcoming message of Jesus Christ!

Pastor Paul and Stacy Pruitt
Executive Director

INCOME
10- Contributions $608,770.00
14- Sales Tax Refund  $8,000.00
15- Fund Raiser  $23,000.00
16-Pay Phone $29,000.00
18- Estates & Foundations $80,000.00
19- Entry Fee Donation $10,000.00
20- Canteen $25,000.00
22- Edward Jones  $65,000.00
23- Entrance Fee $160,000.00
24- Other & New Const.  $20,000.00
25-Lawn Care  $55,000.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS 
TOTAL $1,083,770.00

EXPENSES
26- Utilities  $118,000.00
28- Vehicle $28,000.00
30- Food Services  $28,000.00
32- Telephone  $8,000.00
33- Pay Phone  $300.00
34- Public Relations $25,000.00
36- Offi  ce Supplies $5,500.00
37- Web Donation Fees $2,000.00
38- Postage $6,050.00
40- Medical $5,800.00
42- Homecoming  $2,100.00
44- Christmas  $2,300.00
46- Conference & Travel $600.00
47- Chaplaincy $0.00

48- Chr. Ed.  $3,600.00
50- Recreation $2,100.00
51- Media $3,150.00
52- Floral $150.00
54- Computer $11,000.00
56- Misc. ltems $300.00
57-Lawn Care $8,500.00
58- Work Projects $200.00
59- Heavy Equip  $5,500.00
60- Housekeeping  $7,600.00
62- Maintenance  $15,000.00
64- Property& Lib. Ins  $48,000.00
66- Auto Insurance  $7,000.00
68- Lawn & Garden  $4,500.00
70- Pest Control $800.00
72- Equipment $2,500.00
73- Other Construction  $104,000.00
74- Remodel $11,000.00
75- New Dormitory $0.00
76- Property Taxes $870.00
77- NC Sales Taxes  $7,000.00
78-Land $40,000.00
80- Salaries $445,000.00
82- Social Security  $35,500.00
84- Treasurer Exp $4,500.00
86- Staff  Insurance $76,000.00
90- Internet  $6,200.00
92- Benevolent Fund  $2,150.00
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $1,083,770.00

BETHEL COLONY OF MERCY, INC. PROPOSED BUDGET
MEN’S AND WOMEN’S CAMPUSES
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Even with a global pandemic and the necessary
precautions being taken, Bethel was still able to
remain open and minister to men and women in
addiction. Th  ank you for praying and giving so that
we could keep our doors open and help many in need.

Even withh a globalal pandemic c and the necessary
precautionns being taken, Bethel l was stilll able to
remain oppen and mminister to mmen and wwomen in
addiction. Th  ank you fofor prayayining and giviinng so that
we could keeeep our doors open and help mamany in need.

$27.10   per day (per man/woman x’s man days here)
$2,321.80             per day
$16,297.25           per week
$70,621.42           per month
$847,457.05         per year

Dual Campus cost breakdown
(w/o remodel & land) Praise the Lord!

From November 1, 2020 to October 31, 2021
Bethel Colony Men’s Campus:
Serviced 378 men                                                                      Serviced 38 women
Served 85,809 meals                                                                 Served 8,007 meals
Held 156 worship services                                                       AƩ ended 156 worship services
Held 364 teaching sessions                                                     Held 364 teaching sessions

Bethel Colony Women’s Campus:

Iwould like to thank all of you who remembered me 
with prayer, cards and/or giŌ s on the occasion of our 
Lord’s birthday (Christmas) and my own 90th birthday 

last September.  I am sorry that I have not thanked each of 
you personally, but please accept this as my sincere graƟ -
tude and appreciaƟ on for your expressions of love.  Most 
of all, I thank our Lord Jesus Christ because without His love 
we would not know and experience joy, peace and content-
ment in this life.  I am very thankful to Him for the opportu-
nity to help some of you in your Ɵ me of struggle and crisis.  
Let us all thank Him and love Him through living our lives in 
a manner that is pleasing to Him.

Thank You

Blessings and love,
Pastor Paul Ritchie

Now you have a friend in the fi re business... Firewood that is! Bethel 
Colony Lawn Care has expanded into tree removal and woodcuƫ  ng. 
We have Ɵ mber that has been curing since last fall and is ready for you 
to take home today! At $5 per bundle or $75 per truck load (standard 
pickup bed), allow us to help keep you warm this winter while sup-
porƟ ng the amazing work that’s going on at Bethel Colony of Mercy.

Bethel Firewood

Call us at (828)754-3781 and ask for Jeff  Hollar or Bryan Ingram.

100% Mighty Muscadine 
Grape Juice

It’s back!  Once again Bethel has received a donaƟ on of 
Mighty Muscadine Juice to sell.  Mighty Muscadine is 
boƩ led by LeBleu and we are so thankful to them for their 
generous donaƟ on. This is absolutely delicious juice and 
we are off ering it to you for a $10.00 donaƟ on per case. 
Each case contains (12)  32oz boƩ les. When you purchase 
this juice you are helping us spread the good news of Jesus 
Christ to those bound in addicƟ on as well as providing 
natural anƟ oxidants for yourself and your loved ones.  To 
order your juice, call Bethel at 828-754-3781. (Pick-up 
only) Our students are smiling because they know how 
good it tastes!
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The Lord has been very 
good to us out at the 

Women’s Campus of Bethel 
Colony. We have been seeing 
God move in many diff erent 

ways. In December the Lord gave us a wonderful Christmas 
giŌ . We have been seeing many ladies commit or re-commit 
their lives to the Lord during this season. We have been able 
to see churches give giŌ s and donaƟ ons to our ladies and 
their children for Christmas. The Lord has been expanding 
our staff  as well. We have sat back in amazement at all the 
Lord has done in such a short period of Ɵ me. 

This Christmas season the Lord blessed us with the ability 
to pay off  the property for the Women’s Campus. This fi lled 
our hearts with great joy. We have been able to tangibly see 
the outpouring of love from the Lord and from the people 
of God who give sacrifi cially to see the work of the Lord con-
Ɵ nue through this wonderful ministry. 

Several of our church supporters had Angel Trees for our 
ladies and their children. This meant so much to them; 
to be able to have something to give to their children for 
Christmas. Several of the ladies with children were able to 
go home on a visit the weekend of Christmas to spend Ɵ me 
with their families. 

Since opening in May of 2019, we have ministered to 95 
ladies on our campus. Since October of 2021, we have been 
able to see many commit or re-commit their lives to the 
Lord. Several have followed through with water bapƟ sm as 
well. We recently had the opportunity to bapƟ ze 6 women. 
In this ministry we are constantly reminded of God’s good-
ness and faithfulness to provide for what He has called us 
to do. We are blessed to be able to conƟ nue to minister 
to those struggling under the bondage of addicƟ on and to 
point them to the chain-breaking love of Jesus Christ. 

Since Regina and I took over as Co-Directors in October 
2021, we have brought on several new staff  members. Beth-
any Williams is our full Ɵ me Offi  ce Manager. If you call Beth-
el Women’s Campus Bethany has likely been the person you 
have had the opportunity to speak to. She has jumped right 
in and has done a phenomenal job. Before becoming a staff  
member, Bethany and her husband both graduated Bethel’s 
basic program as well as Bethel’s VocaƟ onal Student Pro-
gram for 6 addiƟ onal months. 

Donna Bowman has returned to serve as Women’s Campus 
Project Manager. As you may know, our ladies in the pro-
gram have a workday Monday through Saturday. Ms. Don-
na is now the one who oversees the ladies as they work. 
She comes up with diff erent projects that need to be done, 
as well as assigns ladies to work on grounds, laundry, and 
housekeeping. We are very blessed to have her as one of 
our teachers on campus as well. She teaches weekly classes 
with our ladies taking them through a book study. 

Dawn O’Dell came from Tennessee to joined our team as 
General Assistant. She has come as a full Ɵ me volunteer who 
is living on campus. She is helping in many diff erent areas. 
She is a giŌ ed teacher who teaches at least once a week. 
She helps with our campus Deliverance Class on Thursdays. 
She is overseeing our kitchen to ensure that our ladies are 
fed 3 meals each day. She is also helping with fi lling med 
bags for the week, as well as administering medicaƟ ons. 

Please conƟ nue to keep us in your prayers as we look for-
ward to all that God is planning to do at the Women’s Cam-
pus as we grow and expand into all that God has called us 
to be for His kingdom. We want to personally thank each of 
you for your prayers and love for our ladies. I pray that the 
Lord will conƟ nue to richly bless each of you as well as your 
families. 

PastorJohnny and Regina Kelly

Women’s Campus News
God is Good
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to do. We are blessed to be able to conƟ nue to minister
to those struggling under the bondage of addicƟ on and to 
point them to the chain-breaking love of Jesus Christ. 

Lord will co
families. 

PastorJo
Women’s Campus Directors

Pictured l – r: Dawn O’Dell: General Assistant, 
Donna Bowman: Project Mgr., 

Bethany Williams: Offi  ce Mgr., 

Regina & Johnny Kelly: Co-Directors

Not pictured but they faithfully serve weekly: 

Michelle Greer, Allen & Shirley Shifl eƩ ,  DeAna Jeff ries

https://bethelcolony.org/
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 Counseling Corner

A popular song 
that played 

during the begin-
ning of the cultural revoluƟ on in 1965 was “What the World 
Needs Now is Love” by Jackie DeShannon. The lyrics are ap-
ropos for our current Ɵ mes.

“What the world needs now is love, sweet love. It’s 
the only thing that there’s just too li  le of. What the world 
needs now is love, sweet love. No not just for some, but for 
everyone. Lord, we don’t need another mountain --- Lord, 
we don’t need another meadow --- What the world needs 
now is love sweet love.”

The Judeo-ChrisƟ an values that our naƟ on was built on be-
gan to be disassembled. Consequently, the real meaning of 
love also began to be disassembled in 1965. Love for an-
other person, place, or thing had no boundaries. Real love, 
centered in Christ, was abandoned. We now have all kinds 
of perversions of love. The powers that be have sancƟ oned 
these perversions without shame. It is propagated through 
the media, public schools, the universiƟ es, and insƟ tuƟ ons. 
A good story with virtues and sacrifi ce have now fi ltered in 
perversions to pollute society. Virtues, sacrifi ce, righteous-
ness, and themes that will exalt a naƟ on have been discard-
ed. But the truth sƟ ll stands. “Righteousness exalts a na-
 on, but sin is a reproach to any people.” Proverbs 14:34

The more society crumbles into the abyss of perversions, 
the family, relaƟ onships, virtuous principles, and sound 
minds are also being swept away into darkness. Are we not 
on the edge of this judgement? 

“The coming of the lawless one is according to the work-
ing of Satan, with all power, signs and lying wonders, and 
with all unrighteous decep  on among those that perish, 
because they did not receive the love of truth, that they 
might be saved.  And for this reason God will send strong 
delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may 
be condemned who did not believe the truth but had plea-
sure in unrighteousness.” II Thessalonians 2:9-12

If we are not under the grip of Christ who is “the way the 
truth and the life,” we will not experience the grip of His 

love, being gripped by the spirit of this world. Those falling 
under the grip of this world will end in God sending them “a 
strong delusion, that they shall believe lie, that they may 
be condemned who did not believe the truth.”

Those who have gripped the world will more than likely driŌ  
into despair. They may fi nally wake up, if God wills, that the 
family is all that they long for. Being rejected, tossed aside, 
and not wanted is the consequence of believing the lie. It’s 
only God’s mercy and love that prevent us from coming un-
der His judgement. “And even as they did not like to retain 
God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased 
mind, to do those things that were not fi   ng: being fi lled 
with all unrighteousness.” Romans 1:28  

What the world needs now is love, sweet love. “Though I 
speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but I have 
not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cym-
bal. Though I have the gi   of prophecy, and understand 
all the mysteries, and all knowledge, and though I have 
all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not 
LOVE, I AM NOTHING”. I Corinthians 13:1-2

You want to be something? Come to Jesus. Repent of your 
sins and ask Him to save you from your sins. And He will 
have a grip of His love for you that will never fail. You will 
then have a heart to keep His commandments and expe-
rience this grip of His love. “As the Father has loved Me, I 
also have loved you: abide in My love. If you keep My com-
mandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have love 
My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. These 
things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in 
you, that your joy may be full. This is My commandment 
that you love one another, as I have loved you.” John 15:9-
12   Now, go and give your life to Christ, and give your fami-
lies the love that God has poured out on you. And it will be 
well with you and your family.

Where the grace blows.

du
i f h l l l Ɵ i

The Grip of Love

Director of Counseling
Pastor Don Loss

Passing the Mantle
a Pastor and Counselor at Bethel for the past 5 years.  Beth-
el’s Board of Directors agreed and hired Pastor Zac Starnes 
to follow in Pastor Loss’ footsteps.  Pastor Starnes earned 
a Bachelor of Arts and a Master of Arts in Ministry from 
Grace ChrisƟ an University while faithfully serving at Bethel 

For the past 38 years and under the leadership of 3 Execu-
Ɵ ve Directors, Pastor Don Loss has served at Bethel Colo-

ny as Associate Director and Director of Counseling.  At the 
age of 76, Pastor Loss decided it was Ɵ me to pass the mantle 
to one of Bethel’s own graduates who has been serving as 
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through pastoral counselling, teaching and preaching.

Early in Pastor Loss’ career as Associate Di-
rector at Bethel, a wise mentor advised 
him that the most diffi  cult instrument 
to play in an orchestra is second fi d-
dle.  God has used this admoniƟ on to 
impact Don’s life and aƫ  tude in min-
istry.  He has served faithfully and loy-
ally as “second fi ddle” to 3 ExecuƟ ve Di-
rectors (Mike Stewart from 1982 to 1986, 
Paul Ritchie from 1986 to 2012, and Paul PruiƩ  
from 2012 to present) and has set a great example for 

and preaching.

te Di-
ed
t 

-
Di-
986, 
ul PruiƩ  

Pastor Starnes to follow as he begins to serve in this 
new capacity.

Pastor Loss will conƟ nue to serve God at 
Bethel as Director of Counseling unƟ l 

God directs otherwise.

We covet your prayers for both of 
these godly and capable leaders in the 

days and years ahead as they pour out 
their lives to serve those God brings to 

Bethel to learn of His deliverance message 
and to experience His saving grace.

My journey at Bethel Colony 
of Mercy began in the sum-
mer of 2013. I entered the 
program beaten and bruised 
by the bondage of addicƟ on. 
Like many that enter the pro-
gram at Bethel, I was looking 

for something bigger than myself to fi ll a void in my life. I 
grew up in the church and accepted Jesus Christ as my per-
sonal Savior at the age of 17 but my foundaƟ on was not 
built solely on Him. I had built a house on the sinking sand 
that eroded away and led me to Bethel. AŌ er many years 
of trying to fi ll that void within me with stuff , relaƟ onships, 
and temporary fi xes, God placed me at Bethel, and I have 
not been the same since.

There are two things that I have found to be true since 
my journey began at Bethel. One, God has a divine plan 
for each person and two, He has a sense of humor. I knew 
from the age of 18 that I was called into ministry, and I be-
lieve that the enemy knew that as well. I faced many chal-
lenges through my choices that placed me in worse circum-
stances at each turn. The enemy knew the right darts to fi re 
at me and I was a Me-monster apart from his aƩ acks. It was 
a deadly combinaƟ on, and I became the walking defi niƟ on 
of insanity. No maƩ er how many Ɵ mes I tried to do things 
diff erent, I always ended up with the same results. I was 
missing a vital part of life and that was submiƫ  ng fully to 
Jesus Christ.  

A popular verse, Jeremiah 29:11 states; “For I know the 
plans I have for you” — this is the LÊÙ�’s declaraƟ on — 
“plans for your welfare, not for disaster, to give you a fu-
ture and a hope.” (HCSB). Jeremiah spoke these words to 
Jews who had been living under dominaƟ on of their ene-
mies. This verse is powerful to me because for so long I lived 
under the dominaƟ on of my enemy. God’s promise found 
in this verse shows us that He has a perfect plan for us re-
gardless of our past or present circumstances. He does not 
promise to rescue us immediately from our hardships, but 
He is with us, and He has a plan for us. It took me geƫ  ng to 
the end of myself before I could see a glimpse of His plan 
for my life.

God has a sense of humor. The reason I say that is because I 
got a few wriƟ ng assignments while in the program at Beth-
el because I had issues with authority. I remember saying “I 
would never work at a place like Bethel” one day while writ-
ing a Psalm 119, and here I am presently serving at Bethel. 
I went through the program twice at Bethel and had Pastor 
Loss both Ɵ mes as my counselor. God showed me that sense 
of humor again by giving me Pastor Loss as my counselor. I 
had issues with authority and did not take orders too well 
and here I got a counselor who is direct, commands respect 
and gives marching orders regularly. God knew that I need-
ed him as my counselor. Pastor Loss, or as we call him the 
“Captain” on the hill, has become a close mentor and friend 
of mine over the years. God conƟ nues to use the captain in 
my life, and it is a true honor to be his successor and I pray 
that I can be the best second fi ddle.  

God has a plan, and He has a sense of humor. In 2013 I came 
to Bethel aŌ er many years of bondage, in 2014 I enrolled in 
Bible College and started “working” at Bethel in 2016 aŌ er 
compleƟ ng my Associates degree. God called me to conƟ n-
ue with my studies at Grace ChrisƟ an University where I ob-
tained my bachelor’s degree and I fi nished with my master’s 
degree in March of 2021. God has revealed another part of 
His plan for me and that is the Associate Director at BCOM.
I was asked why I wanted the posiƟ on of Associate Director 
and I responded by saying that I did not want the posiƟ on, 
I want a boat. There is a diff erence between wanƟ ng some-
thing and being obedient. Proverbs 16:9 states “A man’s 
heart plans his way, but the L  determines his steps”
(HCSB). We can make all the plans we want in our lives but 
if it is not directed by the Lord, it will not bring us peace 
and we will feel as if we are missing something. God’s plan 
is perfect, His Ɵ ming is perfect, and His sense of humor is 
perfect for shaping us into the people He has called us to 
be.

He Has a Plan and a Sense of Humor

Pastor Zac Starnes
Associate Director
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“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, 
and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________State _________Zip_____________________
Phone__________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II Chronicles 7:14  

Prayer Request:

This page is available in each newsle  er for you to write a request you would like 
for us to pray with you about.  Fill this out and send it back to us in the envelope 
provided in this le  er.  Our Execu  ve Director, Pastor Prui  , prays over these 
requests each Monday morning and Senior Pastor Ritchie and the students 
at the Men’s Campus pray over these requests at each Thursday evening ser-
vice.  This is just one way we can support you and show our gra  tude to you 
for your faithful prayers and support of Bethel Colony of Mercy.

like
e

Remember to shop at 
AmazonSmile!

Amazon will make a donation to 
Bethel Colony of Mercy

Use this link:
http://smile.amazon.com/56-6050210

or just type in Bethel Colony of Mercy, Inc.

Check us out on 
Facebook Founded in 1948 by Jim and Eva 

Claff ee

1675 Bethel Colony Road 
Lenoir, N.C. 28645

Phone 828-754-3781
Fax 828-754-5370

bcom@bethelcolony.org
www.bethelcolony.org

Bethel Colony of Mercy is a 501 (c) (3) non-profi t organization, gift s to which are deductible as charitable contributions for Federal income tax pur-
poses.  Financial information about this organization and a copy of it’s license are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at (888)803-
4989.  Th e license is not an endorsement by the State.  Any gift  for which you’ve received a tangible benefi t is not tax deductible.

BETHEL MEN’S & WOMEN’S T-SHIRTS & HATS AVAILABLE IN OUR FB STORE

If you are in need of fi rewood, 
please call Bethel at 

828-754-3781. We can sell it by 
bundle or truckload. $25 each
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Breaking the chains of addiction
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He Has A Plan............................Pastor Zac Starnes
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“Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!
For His mercy endures forever.”

Psalm 118:29


